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The Student-led Conferences Collection of Work Binder: 
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The COW as a “Celebration Of Work”  
A re-imagining of the C.O.W. 
άaŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎέ ςRandall McClellan, CJH 9th grader 
 

The Small print, apparently boring, but really important introductory part 
As a part of the student led conferences at CJH, students must prepare to sit down in a school setting and talk 

with their parents about what they are doing in classes, what they are doing in extracurricular activities, and what school 
is doing to prepare them for future life. 

In advisory sections, we have worked to create a visual aid to help facilitate a more meaningful discussion of each 
student’s progress. A notebook called the “C.O.W.” has been given to each student along with the direction to fill it with 
“good work” or “work that you are proud of.” This assignment has proven to be too open-ended, too vague, too non-
specific.  

The purpose of this handout is to clarify the COW as a project that students not only understand but find 
exciting, challenging, and worth doing well.  Instead of thinking of this project as a “collection of good work,” we want to 
encourage students and staff alike to think of it as a “Celebration Of Work” and the students who created it. 

The most important thing to remember as you look at this handout is these suggestions are meant to spark your 
imagination, interest, and creativity.  If you find yourself thinking, “I wonder if I could bend the rules, create my own way, 
do it better,” the answer is a resounding YES! 

This project will only reflect you if you let it be a mirror held up to your personality. 

****************************************************************************** 

9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ hŦ ²ƻǊƪέΥ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊ-to-cover layout 
Any good project needs a blueprint, a place to start and a finished product toward which to work.  
With that in mind, we offer a list of elements that seem necessary to create a finished product that 
will accomplish the goal we have set: an in-depth look at each student as a student and individual. 
 
___1. AN ATTRACTIVE, EYE-CATCHING COVER.  

We’ve all heard the saying “don’t judge a book by its cover.”  Whether 
we intend to or not, we do judge books by their covers.  The cover of your 
COW should not just hold the work inside; it should shout an invitation to the 
reader to pick it up, come inside, and meet the unique individual who created 
it. 
Suggestions to consider: 
 *A collage of photos of the creator  

*A collage of school-related images/papers 
 *A single, strong image that speaks to the theme of the book 
 *A catchy title that relates to the subject in an interesting or clever way 
 *The first and last name of the creator/subject of the book 
 

___2. A TABLE OF CONTENTS.  
Organization is important. Opening up a book of this sort, it’s extremely helpful for a user to have a 

place to find where everything is located.  Your project has dividers already.  Once you have finished it, put 
numbers on the pages and create an accurate table of contents . 
 

___3. A GRADE-TRACKING SHEET.   
The chart of all your progress grade reports including a brief explanation of your satisfaction or 

dissatisfaction with your grades to date.  You’ve been doing this all year, and it helps explain things in a visual, 
math-like way. 
 



 
___4. REPRESENTATION OF EACH CLASS. 

You receive a grade for each class you take at CJH  (except if you are a teacher aide), and in each of 
those classes you do things to earn that grade.  In order to help better explain your grade and what you 
learned in each class, you need to show your reader what occurred in the class. There are several ways to do 
that. 

INCLUDING:  
things you learned, experienced, found memorable, found confusing, found funny, found useful, 
found difficult, or took pride in. 
Ways to represent these things may vary… 
INCLUDING:  
Exemplary assignments, written reflections, photographs, artwork, poetry, or even feedback from 
the teacher. 

With the help and encouragement of all of your classroom teachers, you can find a way to show what went on 
in each classroom, even in classrooms in which you were an ungraded teacher aide.  All of this is part of your 
school experience, and all of it should appear in your COW. 
 

___5. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. 
School is not just about what goes on in classrooms. To get a picture of the entire student, you need to 

show what happens in those “extra” curricular times.  This includes all elements of school not taking place in 
the classroom.  Often, these “extra” moments are the ones that we remember most about school.  If they are 
so important and memorable to you, they’re sure worth mentioning in your COW. 

 
Many aspects of school fall in this category – 

INCLUDING: 
friends, sports, clubs, performing arts, fine arts, bus rides, field trips, competitions, etc.   

Interpret this as you will, but don’t forget to include your extracurricular activities in your COW! 
 

___6. MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTS. 
 We learn all sorts of things in school and out. When describing your school year at CJH, don’t forget to 
include the “unforgettable” things that don’t fall under any of the categories already listed.  

INCLUDING: 
honors, awards, funny things that happened in class (or out in the hall), 
embarrassing moments, educational breakthroughs, great movies, things teachers said, etc. 

Only you know what your “most memorable moments” were.  Putting them in your book cements them firmly 
into the history of your life, and that’s where they belong! 
 

___7. PERSONALITY. 
This is a broad category that relates to the quote at the beginning of this handout, “Make it all about us!”  
Feel free to include things that help make you the unique, teen-aged individual you are at this moment.  These 
times will never come again, so record them while you can!  (You’ll thank us for this later!) 

INCLUDING: 
a personal collage of friends, photos, interests, likes, dislikes, etc.  Talents, hobbies, interests outside of 
school, anything that gives insight to you as a person.  

 

___8. AN AFTER WORD/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Oftentimes at the end of a book, an author writes an after word thanking those who 
influenced the creation of the work. This can include anyone and be directed at 
anyone you feel needs to be acknowledged. It’s nice. Try it!   


